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brought to Schwarzenberg the report, as the
culmination of all the disquieting news, that
Napoleon was preparing to give battle with 180,000
men. On his own responsibility, then, Schwarzen-
berg gave the order to begin the retreat to Langres.

With a presentiment that matters would take
some such turn Blticher already on the 21st, had
ordered Grolman to go to headquarters, to de-
clare that the Silesian army would bear the whole
brunt of it if only they would announce a battle
and have the main army act as a reserve; to
propose, finally, should all his other efforts fail that
there should take place a renewed separation of
the armies. Blucher's army in itself was now too
small to accomplish anything, but there were two
corps that had been operating in Belgium and that
were already on their way south: one under
Wintzingerode had reached Rheims; the other,
under Bulow, was nearing Laon. Grolman was
to suggest Blucher's returning to the river Marne,
joining Bulow and Wintzingerode and then, at the
head of 100,000 men realising his old dream and
descending upon Paris.

On the 23d Schwarzenberg vacated Troyes, but
not before it had come to a skirmish between his
rear-guard and Napoleon's advancing army. On
that same day Bliicher seems to have received
formal permission to carry out his enterprise, for
he writes to the Tsar and the King, thanking them
in the warmest terms. Like a child who fears the
revoking of his privileges he made all haste to be